
 
 

 
 

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 
CAPTAIN JACK HARKNESS (John Barrowman) 

 

Jack looks like a hero.  But he's so much more than that... 

 

He's American, handsome, with a killer smile and a classic coat.  But you don't expect heroes 

to be this much fun.  He's witty, fast, subversive and there's a reason for that glint in his eye 

- he'll sleep with women, he'll sleep with men; if aliens invade, he'll sleep with them too. 

 Got a problem with that?  Tough! 

 

His dashing style hides a secret.  There are mysteries about Jack - a man going under his 

name seems to have a history stretching back to World War 2, or even earlier, to the 

Nineteenth century, the Eighteenth... 

 

Truth is, Jack Harkness is immortal.  A fixed point in time and space.  The only one of his 

kind.  For thousands of years, he has never been able to die.  When killed, he comes back to 

life - seconds later.  Though his tragedy is, he feels every death.  It hurts - and so does the 

passage of time.  He can never love anyone for too long, because he will always lose them. 

 As a result, he's lived many lives.  He's been a conman, a thief, an adventurer - though more 

a rogue than a villain, because his perspective on human life makes him appreciate this 

world all the more. 

 

Jack once ran the Torchwood Institute, a British organization dedicated to fighting the 

strange and bizarre.  He was king of his own little world for a while, the happiest he'd ever 

been.  But Torchwood fell.  His friends were killed.  The Institute closed down, and Jack 

disappeared, to start yet another of his many new lives.  And yet... 

 

The only thing that could call Jack Harkness back is his unstated love for Gwen Cooper.  And 

when a new, epic danger affects the whole planet, Jack finds himself back at the center of 

events, fighting not just for his own life, but for everyone on Earth.  But this time, are the 

stakes too high? 

 



 
 

– more – 

GWEN COOPER (Eve Myles) 

 

All Gwen wants is a quiet life.  Honest. 

 

She's Welsh, lives in seclusion, far away from the city, on a cliff top in the wilds of South 

Wales with her devoted husband, and baby Anwen - it's a rural idyll. 

 

And it's a lie.  Gwen is in hiding, because she once lived the most extraordinary life.  She was 

the heart and soul of an organization called Torchwood, a freelance band of fighters who 

fought the strange and unexplained.  She was a defender of the human race. 

 

But no more.  Torchwood was destroyed.  Her colleagues died, or fled.  And Gwen hid 

herself away, for the rest of her life, to protect her loved ones.  But knowing, just knowing, 

that one day trouble would come calling again. 

 

She lives the ultimate double life: the funny, salty, earthy woman who loves home and 

family, combined with the tough, ruthless warrior, who loves the thrill of the fight.  She's 

both selfish and selfless.  And never doubt it - when Gwen's in a crisis, she is magnificent. 

 Gun in both hands, baby strapped to her chest, she'll run and fight and never give up. 

 

It's passion, in the end: Gwen's all about passion.  She loves her man, she loves her child, 

she loves this mad old world, and maybe she loves Captain Jack Harkness just a little too 

much. But when the events of this story push Gwen to the limit, she'll need to call on 

resources she never knew she had, to take action and make the most terrible decisions, on 

behalf of all mankind. 

 

REX MATHESON (Actor TBD) 
 
He’s 28, the golden boy. Has been, all his life. Harvard education, fast-tracker in the C.I.A., 

destined for success. Though he’s never taken it easy – Rex hustles, seduces and campaigns 

to get where he is today. He can talk his way into anything, then charm his way out, fast. 

He’s made a lot of enemies, but his friends and lovers would defend him to death.  

 

His choice of career is significant. Someone like Rex could make a fortune in Wall Street, or 

Hollywood. But choosing the C.I.A. says a lot about him: that for all his swagger, he does 

believe in justice. And will fight for it.  

 

Slowly but surely, we see him make friends. He’s thrown together a bunch of people known 

as Torchwood, the only people who might have the answer to a global mystery. To Rex, at 



 
 

first, they’re a bunch of freaks. Welsh women and World War 2 Captains, what’s that 

about?! But as they race from one crisis to another, dodging assassins, blackmail, corruption 

and conspiracy, from Washington to Wales and the slums of Shanghai, Rex forges 

friendships in the heat of fire. He learns to trust his new colleagues. And they realize that 

this dangerous, dazzling, reckless man is the best friend they could ever have, in a world 

going to hell.  

 

They frighten us, men like Rex. We wish we were him; we never will be.  
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